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104TH ANNUAL MEETING RECAP 
 
The 104th meeting of the Western Society of Naturalists was held Nov. 9-12 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Monterey, CA. The meeting was one of the largest ever, with 729 registrants, a total of 216 oral 
presentations spread over 7 concurrent sessions (26 five-minute speed talks and 190 fifteen-minute talks) 
and 220 posters spread over two back-to-back sessions. The meeting had a range of financial sponsors, 
including California, University of Southern California, Oregon, Washington, and Alaska Sea Grants, CSU 
COAST, University of Washington - Tacoma, the Cal Poly Center for Coastal and Marine Science, CSU 
Monterey Bay, and the Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology.  
 
The meeting featured a series of well-attended workshops and symposia. The Student Committee-hosted 
workshop on Thursday evening was titled 'Reproducible Coding in R – Reproducibility for self & 
Reproducibility for Others' and centered on coding best practices, version control, and various tools and 
strategies. The student symposium on Friday was titled 'Highlighting Research at the Intersection of 
Restoration and Commercial Aquaculture' and featured aquaculture specialists from across the west coast. 
That symposium was followed by the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Symposium (sponsored by CSU 
COAST), titled 'Safe and Inclusive Field Work' with a mix of graduate student and faculty panelists 
addressing challenges and solutions. The Presidential Symposium on Saturday, organized by Bonnie Becker, 
was 'Reshaping Landscapes: Urban Ecology Paving the Road to Equitable and Sustainable Cities' and 
featured an interactive format with faculty panelists and student rapporteurs creating a dialogue. Finally, 
the meeting was closed with a plenary address on ocean conservation by Drew Harvell (Cornell University). 
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SOCIETY BUSINESS 
 
Several actions were taken at the 2023 Business Meeting: 
 

• Matt Edwards (San Diego State University) was nominated and elected as the President-Elect, to 
serve as president in 2025. 

• Casey terHorst (CSU Northridge), Will White (Oregon State), and Aaron Galloway (University of 
Oregon) volunteered to form a new Secretariat, with unanimous approval. They propose a new,  
geographically distributed approach to Secretariat format, in which members from any institution 
will rotate on for overlapping three year terms. The goal is to better distribute workload and 
improve the retention and transfer of institutional knowledge. 

• The 105th Annual Meeting will be held in Portland, OR, on Nov 7-10 2024, at the Portland 
DoubleTree. Sarah Henkel and Will White are the local hosts. 

 
SOCIETY AWARDS 
 
Naturalist of the Year: Eric Sanford (Nominated and introduced by Jay Stachowicz and Rick Grosberg) 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award: Mark Hixon (Presented by Brian Tissot) 
 
 
STUDENT PAPER AND POSTER AWARDS 
 
Posters: 
Graduate - Best Poster 

Timbadia, Shriyas - EXTENT OF SEDIMENT BURIAL IN NATIVE, OSTREA LURIDA, AND NON-NATIVE, 
MAGALLANA GIGAS, OYSTER POPULATIONS IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, USA 

Graduate- Honorable Mention 

Hamilton, Samantha GETTING THE SHOT: THE EFFECT OF CAMERA USE ON SOUTHERN SEA OTTER 
(ENHYDRA LUTRIS NEREIS) DISTURBANCE IN CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 

Undergraduate - Best Poster 

De Leon, Leanne - DO NATURAL HABITATS SUPPORT BETTER BIVALVE HEALTH RELATIVE TO HUMAN-
INTRODUCED HABITATS? 
Talks: 
  
Undergraduate Best:  
Otto Martinez - ALGAL RESILIENCE: HAVE ROCKY INTERTIDAL ALGAE COMMUNITIES IN THE MONTEREY 
PENINSULA BEEN IMPACTED BY RECENT STORMS 
 
Undergraduate Honorable Mention (2) -  
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Castilla Heredia, Alejandro - SEASONAL MIGRATION OF JUVENILE WHITE SHARKS ACROSS THE 
CALIFORNIAS 

Stroumza, Amiya - PARASITE PIONEERS: A LOTERÍA GAME PROVIDING PARASITE EDUCATION TO 
CHILDREN 
 
  
5-Minute Talks 
 

BEST:  

Monuki, Keira - INVESTIGATING THE MECHANISMS THAT FACILITATE SPECIES INVASIONS IN A 
RECENTLY INTRODUCED SEA ANEMONE 

HONORABLE MENTION:  

Rough, Miles - SUNFLOWER SEA STAR EFFECTS ON LOCALIZED GRAZER DENSITY IN SITKA SOUND, 
ALASKA 

  
   
 
Applied Ecology  
 
Best: (Mia Tegner Award): 

Kolander, Noah - MITIGATING OCEAN ACIDIFICATION IN SHELLFISH-AQUACULTURE: THE STORY OF AN 
ABALONE AND SEAWEED CO-CULTURE 

Honorable Mention - 

Crandall, Grace - GENE EXPRESSION PROFILES IN PYCNOPODIA HELIANTHOIDES EXPOSED TO SEA 
STAR WASTING DISEASE  
 
 
Observational Ecology (Rafe Sagarin Award) 
 
Best:  
Attridge, Claire - KELP FOREST CANOPIES: HABITAT STRUCTURE REVEALS UNIQUE BENTHIC 
COMMUNITIES 
 
Honorable Mention - 
 Zeff, Maya - SUBMARINE GROUNDWATER DISCHARGE DRIVES CHANGES IN REEF FISH COMMUNITY 
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION 
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Organismal and Population Biology 
 
Best 
Algayer, Tait - THE REGULATORY UNDERPINNINGS OF SEASONAL RUN-TIME VARIATION IN CHINOOK 
SALMON, ONCORHYNCHUS TSHAWYTSCHA 
 
Honorable Mention 
Duffin, Paige - GENOMIC PATTERNS OF POPULATION STRUCTURE IN OCHRE SEA STARS CHALLENGE 
PREVIOUS REPORTS OF RANGE-WIDE PANMIXIA 
 
 
  
Community Ecology 
 

Best 

Vargas, Jake - MICROBES: RAPID DEGRADER OR KEY CONSTITUENT OF PREDATOR RISK CUES? 

Honorable Mention 

Lim, Em - SPATIAL DYNAMICS OF ANIMAL-MEDIATED NUTRIENTS IN TEMPERATE WATERS 
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