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105TH ANNUAL MEETING RECAP 
 
The 105th meeting of the Western Society of Naturalists was held Nov. 7-10 at the Portland DoubleTree 
Hotel in downtown Portland, OR. The meeting was larger than expected for meetings in the Pacific 
Northwest, with 647 registrants, a total of 251 oral presentations spread over 7 concurrent sessions (38 
five-minute speed talks and 213 fifteen-minute talks) and 217 posters spread over two back-to-back 
sessions. The meeting had a range of financial sponsors, including California, Oregon, and Washington, and 
Sea Grants, CSU COAST, and the Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology. PeerJ contributed 
access to publication fee waivers for student award winners, and the Presidential Symposium was 
sponsored by SYNCHRO Co-Design Lab, Oceankind Foundation, and the University of Washington College of 
the Environment. 
 
The meeting featured a series of well-attended workshops and symposia. The Student Committee-hosted 
workshop on Thursday evening was titled 'Comme Ci, Comm Sci: Science Outreach in the Age of 
Overcommunication' and featured social media science communicators Patrick Webster and the Oregon 
Zoo's Kelsey Wallace speaking about sharing science across social platforms while maintaining integrity.  
The student symposium on Friday was titled 'Resistance and Recovery: Understanding Ecological Resilience 
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Across Systems', with speakers drawn from across the Pacific Northwest, working in intertidal, freshwater, 
and marine rocky reef study systems: Zechariah Meunier (Oregon State), Mark Scheuerell (US Geological 
Survey/University of Washington), and Nick Tolimieri (NOAA Northwest Fishery Science Center). That 
symposium was followed by the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Symposium (sponsored by CSU COAST), 
titled 'How to guide ethical collaborations between indigenous and non-indigenous communities' with 
panelists who are involved in enhancing tribal representation in Oregon resource management and policy: 
Tanya Pelach (Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians), Jane Baccheiri (Elakha Alliance), and Peter Sv-gvs 
("black bear") Hatch (Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians). The Presidential Symposium on Saturday, 
organized by Corey Garza, was 'Exploring the Interface between Technology and Marine Ecology" and had 
additional sponsorship from SYNCHRO Co-Design Lab, Oceankind Foundation, and the University of 
Washington College of the Environment. The speakers were Maycira Costa (University of Victoria), Kakani 
Katija (MBARI), and Josh Kohut (Rutgers). Finally, the meeting was closed with an inspirational plenary 
address by Phil Levin, Director of the National Nature Assessment in the White House Office of Science & 
Technology Policy: "Embracing Radical Amazement:  Harnessing Wonder and Awe for Transformative 
Environmental Policy." 
 
 
SOCIETY BUSINESS 
 
Several actions were taken at the 2024 Business Meeting: 
 

• Karina Nielson (Oregon Sea Grant) was nominated and elected as the President-Elect, to serve as 
president in 2026. 

• Sarah Henkel (Oregon State) will join the Secretariat for a three-year term. This meeting marked the 
first year of the geographically distributed 'Amoeba' Secretariat format. 

• The 106th Annual Meeting will be held in San Diego, CA, on Nov 6-9 2025, at the DoubleTree San 
Diego-Mission Valley. Matt Edwards is the local host and is also the WSN President for that 
meeting. 

 
SOCIETY AWARDS 
 
Naturalist of the Year: Alison Haupt (Nominated and introduced by Chelsea Wood) 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award: Terrie Klinger (Presented by Corey Garza) 
 
 
STUDENT PAPER AND POSTER AWARDS 
 
Posters: 
Undergraduate - Best Poster: 
Menjivar, Elias - Rock wrasse cleaning behavior: sex-dependent activity and client specificity 

Undergraduate - Honorable Mention (2):  
Gates, Jack - The response of faunal colonist communities to microbial biofilms at hydrothermal vents 

Biermann, Matthew - Validation of the fish hematocrit measurement using hte ABL90 Flex Blood Gas Analyzers  
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Graduate - Best Poster: 
McElfish, Maya - Can Gymnothorax mordax use prey odor to facilitate partially-exposed foraging?  
Graduate- Honorable Mention (2): 
Kumagai, Joy - Potentially pathogenic lesions are associated with herbivory scars within the tropical seagrass 
species Thalassia hemprichii  
Boisen, Olivia - Evaluating the recovery of nursery habitat function in restored eelgrass beds  

 
Talks:  
Undergraduate Best Talk:  
Hampton, Autumn - Ocean acidification impacts on coral reef community metabolism 
 
Undergraduate Honorable Mention (2):  
Bernales, Borja - The marine otter (Lontra felina) as a bioindicator for mercury pollution along the South Pacific 
Coast of Chile  
Viveros-Martir, Ruth - Architects of the sand flats: Uncovering the burrow-building and substrate selectivity of 
Alpheus cf. berumini  
  
5-Minute Talks 
 
Best:  
McIntyre, Lily - Fight or flight: does relying on behavior exacerbate or buffer the effects of climate change for the 
lined shore crab?    
Honorable Mention:  
Wrinkle, Josie - Long term monitoring on the recovery of Pisaster ochraceous post sea star wasting disease   
Applied Ecology  
 
Best: (Mia Tegner Award) 
Filz, Paulina - Navigating coastal ecosystem recovery: leveraging synergies of nature-based solutions  
Honorable Mention (2): 
Kolander, Noah - Set it and forget it! Integrated multi-trophic aquaculture comparison of a dual and single tank 
design  

Traverso, Sandra - Claws for optimism: rock crabs as a predator enhancement tool in Northern California kelp 
restoration?  

Observational Ecology (Rafe Sagarin Award) 
Best:  
Francolini, Rene - Population genomics of Sacccharina latissima along the coast of Maine 

Honorable Mention: 
Shea, Meghan - Bridging encounters and environmental DNA: comparing intertidal biodiversity survey methods 
along the Hewatt-Sagarin transect  

Organismal and Population Biology 
Best: 
Munstermann, Maya - Population comparisons of the energetic and reproductive investment of purple sea 
urchins in marine heat wave conditions  
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Honorable Mention (2): 
Toler-Scott, Cormac - Sea spider comparative development at the ultrastructural level reveals novel larval 
morphology  
Lundquist, Alexis - Genetic variation in thermal sensitivity in populations of a coastal fish: implications for 
resilience in a warming ocean   
Community Ecology 
Best: 
Allchurch, Alyssa - Investigating the resilience of kelp forests to harvest amid a rapidly changing ocean   
Honorable Mention: 
Paz Lacavex, Andrea - Barriers to kelp forest recovery in Baja California  
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