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106TH ANNUAL MEETING RECAP

The 106th meeting of the Western Society of Naturalists was held Nov. 6-9, 2025, at the San Diego
DoubleTree -Mission Valley hotel in San Diego, CA. The meeting was the largest in nearly two decades (aside
from the 100th anniversay meeting) with more than 750 registrants, a total of 257 oral presentations spread
over 7 concurrent sessions (17 five-minute speed talks and 240 fifteen-minute talks) and 231 posters spread
over two back-to-back sessions. The poster sessions took advantage of the sunny San Diego weather and were
partially outdoors. The meeting had a range of financial sponsors, including California, Oregon, Alaska, and
USC Sea Grants, CSU COAST, and the Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology.

The meeting featured a series of workshops and symposia. The Student Workshop was held Thursday
afternoon and was titled Reclaiming Purpose: A writing workshop focused on confronting environmental
challenges with speaker Gabriel Cortez. The Student-organized Symposium marked the official start of the
meeting on Thursday evening. It was titled Exaggeration Bias and Transparency in Ecology and featured
speakers describing issues related to analytical choices, repeatability of analyses and transparency in
reporting. Despite the interesting subject matter the symposium was not well attended and the society is
unlikely to have that event on Thursdays going forward.

On Saturday the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Symposium was titled Uplifting Indigenous Voices:
Perspectives from Kumeyaay Nation members and collaborators and featured speakers who are members of
the local Kumeyaay community, discussing pathways to co-creating science across knowledge systems that
equitably includes the original and contemporary stewards of place. The meeting closed with the President
Symposium organized by Matt Edwards, featuring several senior marine ecology professors speaking about
Advice to early career professionals and graduate students on adapting to an evolving scientific landscape.

SOCIETY BUSINESS

Several actions were taken at the Annual Business Meeting:

¢ Amendments to the Society constitution were adopted, updating the constitutional language to reflect
current practices in running the society.

¢ Rodrigo Beas-Luna ( ) was nominated and elected to serve as President-Elect, to serve as president
for the 2027 meeting. He also proposed hosting the 2027 meeting in Baja California Sur, Mexico; the
Secretariat plans to explore the logistics of that option.

e Cheryl Logan (CSU Monterey Bay) was elected to join the Secretariat for a three-year term.

e The 107th Annual Meeting will be held in Sacramento, CA, on Nov 12-15, 2026. Moose O'Donnell is
serving as the local host and member-at-large for that meeting.

SOCIETY AWARDS

Naturalist of the Year: Tonya Huff (nominated by Drew Talley)



Lifetime Achievement Award: David Duggins (nominated by Aaron Galloway and many others)
Rafe Sagarin Award: Sriram Ramamurthy

Service to the Society Award: Andy Brooks

STUDENT PRESENTATION AWARDS

POSTERS

Graduate - Best Poster
Lundquist, Alexis - Beyond Growth: Allometry Reveals the Effects of Ocean Warming on the Development of
Larval Grunion

Graduate- Honorable Mention
Ruby Miller - Interactive Effects of Ocean Acidification and Light Limitation on Eelgrass Zostera marina
Physiology

Undergraduate - Best Poster
Zulie Malone - Testing the impacts of marine heatwave duration and intensity on microscopic life stages of
giant kelp

Undergraduate - Honorable Mention
Kyla Cabrera - Spectral variability from space: how well do satellites monitor intertidal zones?

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Undergraduate

Best:
Taylor Hart - Assessment of harmful algal distribution along the U.S. West Coast via microscopy

Honorable Mention () -
Karen Arroyo, Teiva Baehrel, Kera Ridley, Danyta Lamadieu - Anthropogenic debris increases antagonistic
behavior in dusky gregory damselfish, Stegastes nigricans

Applied Ecology

Best:
Miles Rough - Constellation: Caged sunflower sea stars reduce localized purple urchin density and grazing in
Oregon urchin barren

Honorable Mention -
Hannah Kobluk - Happy as a clam: Modelling butter clam population dynamics to support indigenous food
sovereignty

Observational Ecology



Best:
Ahmi Cacapit - Demographic patterns of 1000 corals across a decade

Honorable Mention -
Sriram Ramamurthy - Mysteries in the mesenteries: Trophic role of intertidal sea anemones

Organismal and Population Biology

Best
Grace Westphal - Impacts of variable food availability on zooplankton energetics, growth and reproduction

Honorable Mention (2)
Mohammad Sedarat - San Diego, you're a site for sori: Future-proofing kelp forests at the regional scale using
local perspective of drivers and population structure

Katie Erickson - Impacts of a chromosomal inversion on eelgrass performance during a simulated marine
heatwave

Community Ecology

Best
Frankie Gerraty - Marine heatwave and keystone predator loss drive broad-scale decline and hinder recovery
of a rocky intertidal kelp

Honorable Mention (2)
Markus Min - Evaluating spatiotemporal overlaps between Columbia River Basin Chinook and key food web
components as drivers of marine survival

Bruno Mattioli - Effects of increasing temperatures on consumer-mediated nutrient dynamics: Implications for
giant kelp growth



